
©CLINT SPAULDING/

PatrickMcMullan.com



We shouldn’t be surprised, but once again
actress and fashion muse Natalie Portman has
put her brainy beauty in the service of an

impressive cause, this time out, bringing her flair and
intelligent style to a smart line of vegan footwear. Her two-
year collaboration with women’s specialty footwear brand
Té Casan is the latest thrust in Ms. Portman’s knack for
harnessing her popularity as an Oscar-nominated actress to
promote cultural change. “Creating this collection with Té
Casan has provided the perfect opportunity to design high-
end footwear free of animal products,”said Portman. “As a
vegan it’s been challenging finding designer shoes made of
alternative materials.”

Though not yet the darling of vegan fashionistas (that
honor would go to designer Stella McCartney), Portman
is nonetheless bringing a second act to the mini-
movement of alternative vegan culture that rooted in New
York City a few years back, with efforts like Moby’s
TeaNY Cafe and André Benjamin’s celebrity support for
PETA. From her home in the East Village, Ms. Portman
has partnered with the international footwear collective
Té Casan to offer a limited edition line of vegan shoes,
each numbered with its own imprint on the sole. Portman
has attended launch parties at the SoHo flagship store at

Natalie Portman chats with New York-based designer Rogan Gregory (EDUN).

Natalie Portman’s Intelligent Design
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Please Join Natalie Portman For The Launch
of Her

Vegan Footwear Collection

Natalie Portman
For

Té Casan

Tuesday, February 12, 2008
Cocktails from 7.00pm to 9.00pm

Té Casan
382 West Broadway

Between Spring and Broome Streets
...

“Punch” by Natalie Portman for Té Casan
available at www.tecasan.com

 Natalie Portman for Té Casan

A gala beginning...

“Plath” by Natalie Portman for Té Casan
available at www.tecasan.com

According to Eurobarometer,
8 out of 10 EU consumers are
willing to make an extra effort
to buy animal welfare friendly
products.

Sample inventory from the
Natalie Portman line.



382 West Broadway between Spring and Broome Streets,
and introduced new styles to the line in Fall of 2008..

Beyond Portman’s
line, Té Casan ( the
phrase is Gaelic,
meaning “a woman’s
path”) features a
band of emerging
designers, some
spirited away from
fashion studios like
Vivienne Westwood
and Alexander
McQueen, with new
namesake
collections under the
collective’s banner
and on its website
(which has non-
vegan footwear).

Intr epid angels

Partnering with
a company
that purports to

“value the unique
footprint that each
woman has on her
environment”
dovetails nicely with
Portman’s
willingness to stick
her pretty neck out
for fragile global
causes. She’s traveled to Rwanda for a documentary on
“Animal Planet” on endangered gorillas, and has made an
ongoing commitment to work with The Foundation for
International Community Assistance (Finca). Finca
provides micro-financial investment to women in
developing countries, and Natalie became inspired by
Queen Rania of Jordan when she was taking Middle
Eastern Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in
2004 and learned of the queen’s involvement. (Portman
graduated from Harvard University in 2003 with a degree
in psychology, is a passionate reader, and  is known to go
to extremes to learn more about a cause.)

Describing it’s work  as “expanding opportunities” instead
of providing charitable support funds, Finca offers banking

services to the poor and displaced with a degree of success
that few thought possible at its inception: In regions of the

world where it is
estimated that 3
billion people live on
less that a $2 a day,
Finca will provide
small sums of cash
(as little as$100;$50)
to  these women
entrepreneurs to start
their own local
business. But its not
a gift: the women
pay back the loan
and this payment
allows the money to
be recycled to
another woman who
then expands the
program to a new
area and repeats the
process.

This makes
perfect senses
because Ms.

Portman has become
something of an
entrepreneur herself.
Her Té Casan
footwear collection
is not just a vanity
re-lable, but  genuine
alliances with the
collective’s designers

and staff to present quality craftsmanship within the vegan
fashion framework. She launched her line with 20 distinct
silhouettes that echo her style as an actress and her
preferences in fashion: vivid golds, pewters and purples
embrace the  ballet flats and evening shoes, while metallics
and retro-reds enliven patent Mary Janes and perky
pumps.

Vegan outposts

Portman is not alone on the vegan ramparts at the moment:
Bourgeois Boheme, a U.K.-based animal-friendly brand
that specializes in vegan footwear, accessories and
cosmetics, has just opened a vegan fashion retail outlet in
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London. Founder and director Alicia Lia has said that up
to 90 percent of the returns from the Boheme on-line sales
relate to shoe-fitting issues (an issue that Té Casan’s SoHo
boutique equally addresses), and she believes the
Richmond location will enhance the vegan shopping
experience for footwear ethicists. On the fashion
accessories front, Portman’s friend and Stila cosmetics
founder, Jeanine Lobell, has named a lip gloss after her –
“Natalie” by Stila. In fact, it’s purplish sheen is not unlike
that of one of her Té Casan evening shoes.

Whether starring in indie film fave Wong Kar
Wai’s My Blueberry Nights with Norah Jones,
or serving as “muse-in-residence” for New York

designer Zac Posen, Natalie Portman has taken the
soubriquet “star”out of the realm of Hollywood hype (and
Star Wars prequels)  and into a much more rarefied realm
of illumination. One of caring and choices.
 –Brian Shaw

About Té Casan

“T his makes perfect sense since Ms. Portman
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has become something of an entrepreneur herself.”

J

Té Casan, the women’s specialty footwear
brand, was founded in 2006.The global brand,

with offices in New York, Spain and Switzerland,
offers hand-crafted, limited-edition footwear and
handbags for every occasion in a unique shopping
environment. The store opened in November 2006
and was designed by Ron Pompei, whose past
collaborations include Anthropologie and Urban
Outfitters.The environment was designed as an
experiential retreat for women and features a
private fitting booth. Té Casan will be joined by
future store locations in major markets across the
world.

Visit www.redcross.org/BeRedCrossReady

you can•t stop a hurricane.

you can•t predict an earthquake.

you can•t control a thunderstorm.

but you can be ready.
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